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The DFCC is gearing up for National Drug Take-Back Day,
which will take place on April 26, 2025. They will be
packing bags with resource and informational materials,
including Deterra drug disposal bags. DFCC is partnering
with the Chemung County Nursing facility which will be
joining to help with the collection of sharps.

Looking to possibly reset their focus, the DFCC has
shared a survey with its members asking for level of
involvement, accessing the need to refocus, and looking for
feedback and new ideas. After taking a look at the results of
the survey, next steps will be determined.

Students from the New Visions program visited a second-
grade classroom to educate them about the Not Here
campaign specifically information about bullying. Their
work focuses on building a kinder community.

In partnership with the Opioid Response Network and
DFCC, there will be a Youth Engagement training event
featuring speaker Kym Laube who inspires youth to lead with
confidence. The training will include ideas for engaging and
reaching out to youth. This event will take place on May1,
2025 at TBD venue. (see flyer in photo for more information).

The DFCC will be working on a Senior swag bag project
where seniors will receive bags  promoting health and safety
filled with resources and messages from school students and
faculty just before graduation. The group is currently
brainstorming ideas for bag contents and distribution.

DFCC’s social media outreach has been great! There are
daily posts that highlight different things that the community
should know about. 

The Chemung county sheriff, Bill Schrom gave a
presentation to the DFCC about the history of the sheriff’s
office, recruitment and retention, new laws and impact,
various programs, and data on calls and overdose
information. The information is helpful to the coalition as it
helps to better direct our efforts.

                 WEBSITE LINK
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By Kathy Wille
Pivital Public Health Partnership 
kwille@pivitalphp.org 

The Lock and Talk program focusing on reducing access to
lethal means started in Livingston County and now many
more counties are initiating the program including Yates,
Chautauqua, and Erie. The Livingston logo will be featured in
some of the marketing since Livingston was the first county in
NYS to join. 

Livingston was the part of the e-Connect pilot project which
gives every youth who comes for an intake meeting an
assessment/ survey tool to identify those who may be at high
risk for suicide. The groups chair, Lynne Mignemi participated in
an e-Connect panel to discuss this project this past December.
Indiana State who is interested in this project will be visiting
Livingston in April. 

The Credible Mind platform was heavily marketed over the past
few months with distribution of magnets, coffee sleeves and
coasters. to businesses and schools. Tracking data for the
platform shows that there has been an increase in the
percentage of new users so the campaign is having an impact! 

Two 15 second spots (positive affirmation) have been
purchased in the Before the Movie features at the Vintage
Drive In Avon. One spot will be dedicated to Suicide Prevention
Task Force, the other to GVHP globally. 

Livingston will table at Mt Morris schools for their Wellness
fairs on April 5, on April 28 at the Salute to First Responder
Night and on April 27 Out of Darkness Walk in partnership
with ASFP. Livingston will market these events through social
media. 

For Mental Health Month in May, Safe Talk training will be
provided on May 20th and there will be a ribbon cutting for
Livingston’s Veteran Tranquil Trail. Stay tuned for more
details! 

The Task force is working on a Resilience campaign getting
resilience journals out to all schools across the county. Regular
journaling about resilience can help develop resilience as a skill
by increasing self-awareness. The benefits of the journals
include the opportunity for self-reflection, overall well-being,
personal growth and better problem -solving abilities. 

https://gvhp.org/
https://casa-trinity.org/outreach/community-coalitions/
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OPIOID OVERDOSE TASK FORCE

The New Harm Reduction Vending Machine at
Addison Fire Dept- is being well used! Since
installation, 20 naloxone and 2 test strips have been
taken.

March 6th was International Black Balloon day
dedicated to bringing awareness to overdose
deaths and remembering those lost to overdose.
Steuben County Opioid Committee has annually
participated in this event. This year a social media
campaign posting on both Facebook and Instagram
gave participants the opportunity to send virtual
balloon and share their stories of those lost to
overdose. The Steuben Opioid Committee provided
QR codes with links to send virtual balloons as well as
information on 211 and the GETHELPNY automated
service which assists people with substance use
disorder and mental health needs.

Narcan wall units are continually set-up across
the county. New boxes have been distributed to
family resource centers in Steuben,  the Bridge of
Hope shelter (now one on each residential floor) in
Corning and Applebee’s in Gang Mills.  Five were
given to Schuyler public health and 9 to Catholic
Charities of Chemung. All of the apartment
buildings in Chemung that house formerly
incarcerated individuals will have boxes in the
lobby. Steuben Public Health updates and adds the
location of the Narcan boxes every time a new unit is
placed in the County to the GIS map. Scan the QR
code in the photos to check in out!

Steuben has teamed up with Trellis Marketing
and Steuben’s Opioid Abatement campaign
begins March 10th. Fifteen and Thirty second ads
will appear on digital streaming platforms, social
media, and will pop up as searches as pre-roll ads.
Each ad will include the Steuben County logo and
specifically target Steuben County. View Steuben
Opioid AD here

Narcan trainings in the county are readily
available. Recent trainings have been set up with
BOCES staff, Caton Fire Department, Canisteo
Presbyterian Church, Steuben Probation department
and for the Steuben magistrates     

Planning for the 2nd annual Walking With Hope Suicide
Awareness Walk is underway. The walk will take place on June
1st at the Vista at Sampson State Park at noon. There will be
a silent auction, food, and activities for everyone! Checkout the
flyer below with QR code to register and join us!

Walk funds were utilized to purchase RTS bus passes for the
Seneca community counseling center to provide better access to
transportation and access to care and for RTS bus banners that
will launch in May!

During Mental Health Month in May, RTS busses travelling
through Seneca county will have banners advertising 988. The
Seneca county suicide prevention team in partnership with Office
for Aging and youth from several school districts in Seneca
county will be participating in intergenerational events. Daily
events with seniors will include chair yoga, chatter time,
coloring, a dance Party, and bingo!

The coalition is providing information to the Corrections
Officers who work(ed) at the two state prisons in our area (Five
Points in Ovid, Seneca County & Auburn in Cayuga County) to
remind them about 988 as they deal with PTSD, strike, loss
of employment. 

The “Breaking the Stigma” campaign is underway in Seneca
county focusing on how to make a long term impact in the
county. CADCA’s strategic prevention framework is being used
and ensures the work is diversified.  Link to strategies

“Leave Behind” Kits were put together and distributed to law
enforcement partners. When law enforcement responds to
overdoses, the kits will be given to family members and friends.
The kits include fentanyl and xylazine test strips, condoms, band
aids, gloves, alcohol prep pads, and Narcan plus resource
information. including credible mind cards.

Seneca county’s second Narcan vending machine was
delivered in January to Ovid. It is filled with Narcan, safe-sex kits,
and fentanyl and xylazine test strips from FLX Community Health.  
An informational Facebook video showing how easy it is to use
the machine has generated over 22,000 views!

Michele Foster and Jennifer Hatch from Pivital Public Health
Partnership gave a NEAR (Neuroscience, Epigenetics, ACES,
and Resilience) presentation to a group of 25 people at the
Waterloo Library. The presentation covered NEAR science, ways
to address trauma creating safe environments and relationships,
and ways to build resilient communities.

WEBSITE LINK

WEBSITE LINK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMef_UvMMHA&list=PLe09ExeB8dBueCg9sz7knO0mrGLEJBrPI&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMef_UvMMHA&list=PLe09ExeB8dBueCg9sz7knO0mrGLEJBrPI&index=2
https://guideinc.org/2015/08/19/cadcas-7-strategies-for-community-change/
https://www.steubenpreventioncoalition.org/
https://www.uwseneca.org/
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ONTARIO COUNTY SUICIDE
PREVENTION COALITION

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION
COALITION OF ONTARIO COUNTY

SAFE will participate in the annual Waterfront Festival which
will take place in Watkins Glen on June 14, 2025. The group
will sell stones that will be used to vote for the favorite
cardboard boat for the regatta. SAFE members table at the
event and help to sell stones and share information about
SAFE with the community. The money raised goes toward
suicide awareness and prevention in the county and this event
is a great opportunity to let the community know about
who SAFE is and what we do!

Amanda Wiley, SAFE chair gave a presentation to 8th graders
in Watkins Glen School District on Mental Health and
Suicide prevention. Many materials that were found on the
988 website were shared with the students. Link to website for
materials HERE.

SAFE provides an orientation packet for each of its
members ( a welcome letter, copy of strategic plan, bylaws,
yearly calendar of meeting dates, and seven strategies ) to
help them get acclimated to the culture and climate of the SAFE
organization. This is a great way  for all members to understand
the focus and goals of the coalition!

The HOPE garden is  a space to located outside of MillCreek
Center filled with plants and painted rocks. The garden is
maintained throughout the year by community
organizations.

Amanda Wiley, Chair of SAFE shared the Rural Minds website
with SAFE members as well as a link to an e-Cornell training that
explains the work of this group. Link to Rural Minds training.

People in rural communities are more likely to die by suicide.  
Rural minds provides education and resources. Jeff Winton,
one of the founders of rural minds will be one of the panelists
on the upcoming Survivors of Suicide webinar. You can register
HERE.

ONTARIO
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The Ontario county prevention coalition in  partnership with
the Ontario county sheriff will take part in DEA national Drug
Take- back day on Saturday April 26, 2025, from 10am-
2pm at Canandaigua Wegmans at the side parking lot. This
will be a drive-thru event.  Medications and sharps will be
accepted. Narcan training will be offered on site at this event.
Packets will be handed out at the event include: SAMSHA
recovery packets, a list of drop-offs spots for medications in
the county, credible mind information, from local agencies,  
ROC Veteran wellness cards, and test strips.

Surveys with several school districts in the county took
place in Feb and March. The survey is designed to ask
questions on risk factors, mental health, protective factors,
and substance use related questions and takes about 40
minutes. The results will be out in June. The data will be used
by PH for the CHA/CHIP work.

Several members of the Ontario County Substance
Prevention coalition attended the CADCA National
conference in Washington DC which provided many
opportunities for networking, workshops for learning,
and meetings with local representatives for advocating.  
Many were able to present the work that is done locally with
representatives in Washington and highlighted the need to
have continued communication.

Information was shared for National Drug and Alcohol Fact
week which took place the week of March 17-23. One drug
was presented each day of the week with information and
resources  shared to social media.

Ontario county continues to provide trainings to its residents
throughout the year. In 2024, there were over 800
educational encounters. ASIST training will take place on
APRIL 22/23, 2025, from 8:30-4:30 and on September 9/10,
2025, at the Ontario County Safety Training Facility. (see
flyer).

The Ontario County launched their Credible Mind app in late
December and it is free for anyone who resides in Ontario
County. In its initial stage, tracking shows that individuals ages
13-17 visited the site the most. Flyers and information cards
were created for distribution to partners and the
community across the county. The cards are shared at
trainings and pop-up food pantry distribution sites. (Check out
flyer in photos).

WEBSITE LINK WEBSITE LINK

https://988lifeline.org/help-yourself/youth/
https://ecornell.cornell.edu/custom/rural-mental-health/
https://www.nyfarmnet.org/trainings-events
https://www.schuylercounty.us/600/Suicide-Awareness-For-Everyone-SAFE
https://www.partnershipforontariocounty.org/
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YATES

YATES PREVENTION COALITION

WAYNE COUNTY OPIOID TASK FORCE 

Narcan red boxes are continually being added throughout the
community. Currently 22 boxes have been placed filled with
Narcan and testing strips. Narcan training is available daily
and offered at offsite businesses.

The task force met in January to brainstorm and share ideas
from each agency offering insight into how they can help the
task force. Ideas that were generated will be compiled to
determine the best course of action going forward.

A survey will be created to asking task force members what
they would they would like to see happen for the remainder of
2025. 

Wayne County has a resource guide that provides all the services
and resources in the area. Check out the guide HERE

Several agencies gave presentations to the coalition to share what
they do and how they service the community. Guests included:

FLACRA’s Geneva Supportive Crisis Stabilization Center will
provide accessible, voluntary crisis stabilization services. The
facility will open in about one year. More information at flacra.org

Lifespans Recovery and Wellness Program for Older Adults
55+ provides information and services for older adults. This
service was primarily in Monroe county and they are expanding
the service into Wayne county. For more information contact
Rsharp@lifespan-roch.org

Comfort Zone Camp; Grief Camp+ support for Kids provides
programs for kids that have experienced the loss of a parent,
sibling, caregiver or significant person. These programs are
offered to children 7-17 and are free. Find more information HERE.

Wayne county has a guide for free Wayne County Community
Trainings available during 2025 including Adult Mental Health
First Aid, More than Sad, Operation S.A.V.E, Talk Saves Lives,
Psychological First Aid,  Firearm Safety and more. Check out the
flyers in photos with QR code.

Anthony Hooks, ahooks@casa-trinity.org ,Drug Free Community Coalition of Chemung County
Ashley Tomassini, ashley@partnershipoc.org , Ontario County Suicide Prevention Coalition &
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Ontario County 
Danielle McCray, dmccray@waynecountyny.gov ,Wayne County Opioid Task Force 
Connie Terry, connie.terry@dor.org, Steuben Prevention Coalition: Opioid Committee 
Amanda Wiley, awiley@schuylercountyny.gov, Suicide Awareness For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) 
Karen Burcoff, karen@uwseneca.org Seneca County Suicide Prevention Coalition 
Lynne Mignemi, lmignemi@co.livingston.ny.us, Livingston County Suicide Prevention Task Force
Luanne Palme, lpalme@caafl.org ,Yates Prevention Coalition 
Suzanne Catholdi, scatholdi@co.wayne.ny.us, Wayne County Suicide Prevention Coalition               

COALITION CONTACT 
INFORMATION
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Two members of the Yates Prevention Coalition
attended the CADCA conference in Washington
DC where they attended workshops and met with
representatives at the Capital. Over 3600
delegates from across the country attended.
They had the opportunity to attend a statewide
meeting with Senator Schumer and Gillibrand
staffers where they shared a flyer with highlights
of the work of YPC. This event was a great
networking opportunity for those that attended!

Over 900 paper hearts were cut out and shared
for the self-love day project with Dundee, Marcus
Whitman and Penn Yan school districts. This is the
2nd year the YPC has participated in this event. The
youth greatly enjoyed the activity!

The Suicide Prevention Task force will be
implementing  the Lock and Talk program in
Yates County. This program provides lethal means
safety for the community. 

The Traumatic Loss Team (TLT) was the
beneficiary of the Frosted Lakes 5K held by the
Wellspring Fellowship.

The YPC tabled at the Dundee Fairytale Festival
on March 15th at Dundee schools. Children wrote
their goals on Shamrocks which became their lucky
charms. The YPC will be participating in DEA Drug
Takeback Day on April 26, 2025 behind the Yates
County courthouse and will table at the Passport
to Wellness on April 18th at Keuka College.

WEBSITE LINK WEBSITE LINK

https://www.waynecountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/15628/Wayne-County-Resource-Guide-2025--3rd-Edition
mailto:Rsharp@lifespan-roch.org
https://comfortzonecamp.org/about-us/
https://yatespreventioncoalition.start.page/
https://www.waynecountyny.gov/599/Suicide-Prevention-Coalition
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Livingston Credible Mind magnets-4
CADACA conference-5
Seneca County Walking With Hope with QR
code-6
Wayne County Community Trainings-7
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Wayne County PH Community
Trainings-1
NEAR presentation for
community members in
Seneca county- 2
CADCA conference- Yates,
Chemung, Ontario county-3
Intergenerational activities for
May, Mental Health month in
Seneca County-4
Steuben county Drug Take-
back Day- 5
Schuyler County HOPE
garden-6
Ontario County ASIST training
information -7
Seneca County Vending
machine located in Ovid-8



ASIST Training offered at Northeast College, Seneca Falls-1
REGISTER HERE
Credible Mind resources and QR code, Ontario County-2; More Info
HERE
Youth Engagement, Chemung County-3 contact ahooks@casa-
trinity.org  if interested
NCADD Annual Luncheon-4; More Info HERE

https://preventsuicideny-selfreg.administrateweblink.com/catalogue/TGVhcm5pbmdDYXRlZ29yeTo2/courses/ASIST%1E-%1E-Applied-Suicide-Intervention-Skills-Training-(ASIST)
https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/2238/CredibleMind
https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/2238/CredibleMind
https://ncadd-ra.org/register-for-the-2025-annual-luncheon/

