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The DFCC participated in the DEA Take Back Day
in October and had a great turnout. Southport
had 113 cars and collected 312 pounds; West Elmira
collected 387.2 pounds and had 101 participants.
12 containers of sharps were also collected in
partnership with Chemung County nursing facility.
The SADD club students participated and helped
with data collection and outreach. Resource
information was handed out at the event. The
group discussed having a year-round disposal
awareness campaign and partnerships with
pharmacies.

DFCC Social media posts occur every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday and include coalition
meeting information, safety tips for the holidays,
highlights of community partners' events, and are
geared to providing awareness to the
community.

DFCC coalition members were invited to take part in
Youth Engagement training part two with Kym
Laube in October, focused on putting strategies
into action in your community. Kym Laube, a
nationally recognized speaker, equips youth to lead
with confidence.  Round table discussions followed
the training. The DFCC coalition will shift its focus
to youth empowerment and engagement in
2026.

The Chemung Futures group organized a
comprehensive report summarizing the group’s
work in 2025. The report includes summaries of
meetings with discussion highlights, mission and
vision statement development, and final
recommendations for youth involvement. The
report will be shared at the January DFCC meeting.

                 WEBSITE LINKWEBSITE LINK

During the month of November, Resilience  
Awareness Month, the Suicide Prevention Task
Force partnered with the Trauma Informed
Communities Committee to launch a lawn-sign
campaign, which distributed lawn signs with
positive strength-based messages around the
community to promote coping, connection, and
hope. QR codes to the Credible Mind resources
are located at the bottom of the signs. These
messages opened up conversations across the
county and act as constant visual cues in everyday
spaces, which help to widen the support across
the community. The Task Force tabled at schools
during lunch hours talking to students and
offering resilience resources. 

The Step by Step Support Group offers a safe
and welcoming space to the community.
Attendees participated in a Holiday craft in the
month of December. 

The Suicide Prevention coalition has done a
considerable amount of community outreach
throughout the year.  At one of the last events of
the year, the coalition tabled at Avon schools in
November for the Livingston County Special
Education and Disability  Resource  Fair and at
Caledonia-Mumford School district.

The Task Force has acquired so many great
new connections, including schools. Coalition
chair Lynne Mignemi spoke at the Avon CSD
support meeting, speaking about the task force,
the e-Connect tool, and the Credible Mind
platform.

CHEMUNGCHEMUNG

https://gvhp.org/
https://casa-trinity.org/outreach/community-coalitions/
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SENECA COUNTY SUICIDE PREVENTION
COALITION

OPIOID OVERDOSE TASK FORCE

STEUBEN PREVENTION COALITION:
OPIOID COMMITTEE 

STEUBEN
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Seneca County held its annual Youth Forum in
October. 80 students in grades 6-8 from all
Seneca County school districts attended the day-
long event. Asked why it is important for youth
to come together for a day like this, Delaney
McDonald a Sophomore at Mynderse
Academy, stated that it is “a great way to form
relationships with peers that you do not know
or do not have the opportunity to work with,
helps with skills to lead a group, group project
and carries over into real life and school.” Overall,
the youth forum helps to build leadership,
confidence, resilience, and determination.  
(See story in photos).

The Seneca County Suicide Prevention
Coalition held its first annual Clarence Award
writing contest, which aligned with the annual
Seneca Falls It’s a Wonderful Life Festival. Based
on the character Clarence, who shows the
character George how meaningful life is, the
contest asked students to describe how an adult
has made a positive impact in their lives. Over 125
nominations were received, and two winners
were chosen. See the complete story and winners
in the photo section.
 
The Seneca County Opioid Overdose Task Force 
discussed regional overdose trends and
Narcan distribution efforts in Seneca County,
with representatives from law enforcement,
public health, and addiction services. The group
focused on the growing issue of counterfeit pills
laced with fentanyl.  Potential outreach efforts
and the importance of making Narcan available
in public places will be the group’s efforts going
forward.

WEBSITE LINK

WEBSITE LINK

During the October Drug Take Back Day, the
Steuben opioid coalition assisted and
partnered with the Steuben County Sheriff’s
Office. 566.1 pounds of unused medications
were collected.

The Steuben Opioid Coalition held its annual
Youth Forum on November 6, 2025, at the
Corning Radisson. Students from Steuben
County schools attended the day-long
forum to participate in Mental Health First Aid
Training, keynote speaker seminars, and Team
building. Adults who attended participated in
the Hidden in Plain Sight training.

In October, the coalition came together for
its annual Coaster and Trunk or Treat
Packing day. 3000 coasters were packaged
with letters for distribution to local
restaurants/bars just before the holidays to
bring awareness of fentanyl in counterfeit
pills. Candy bags were also packed for the
annual trunk or treat (see photos).

The Steuben Coalition is very active in
providing Narcan training to the community. In
2025, members of the coalition provided 60
training sessions and trained 614
participants. Wall units continue to be placed
throughout the community. 120 units have
been placed in Public access spaces as well
as private locations.

The coalition provided community outreach
throughout the year, tabling at various
events such as community health fairs, Girls
on the Run, Speaker Jam, Drug Take Back Day,
and the Youth Action Forum, to name a few.

The Opioid committee continues its great
work providing information and awareness
to the community through outdoor
billboards, newspaper advertising, the annual
coaster project, and sharing opioid related
articles through their newsletter (see photos).

https://www.steubenpreventioncoalition.org/
https://www.uwseneca.org/
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SUICIDE AWARENESS FOR EVERYONE
(S.A.F.E.)

ONTARIO COUNTY SUICIDE
PREVENTION COALITION

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION
COALITION OF ONTARIO COUNTY

ONTARIO

The Ontario County Suicide Prevention Coalition
and Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition have
merged into one Mental Health and Wellness
Coalition to create greater alignment and
incorporate a broader mental health focus,
based also on one of Ontario’s CHA priorities,
which is depression.

In October, the coalition, in partnership with the
Ontario County Sheriff’s office and Mead
Pharmacy, participated in Take Back Day,
collecting over 425 pounds of unused
medications and sharps, focusing on keeping
unused or unwanted medications out of homes
and landfills to keep the community safe and
healthy. This was the highest amount collected in
October in Ontario County! Narcan training was
provided to anyone interested. Conversations
started by asking if you wanted Narcan for your
medicine cabinet, which sparked interest and
further conversation.

At the December meeting, the coalition
brainstormed ideas for a new mission, vision,
and name change for the newly merged
coalitions. Ideas will be finalized at the upcoming
meeting.

WEBSITE LINK

WEBSITE LINK

In October, SAFE tabled at the annual
Harvest Festival in Montour Falls, where they
passed out gun safety publications and gun
locks, stress balls, keychains, and medication
lock boxes. In December, SAFE tabled at
Village Christmas in Watkins Glen, handing
out resources and coffee sleeves.

Over several meetings, the coalition discussed
the New York Times article about a teen who
took their life after being suicidal and talking to
ChatGPT. The teen turned to AI for
companionship and advice. The group
discussed how AI is not bad or inaccurate, but
youth may not necessarily have the knowledge
on how to decipher misinformation. The
coalition discussed developing a campaign
to educate parents/guardians and those
working with youth on the risks of AI. The
focus was to have the messaging focused on
how AI can be a good resource if used
correctly, but how it can also be dangerous,
and advocating for alternative resources such
as 988. Two resources that were discussed
were the documentary Can't Look Away,
which shows the devastating impact of social
media on young users, and 60 Minutes AI
chatbots raise concerns for children,
experts warn, a 60 Minutes piece that explains
how research shows that chatbots like
character AI can be harmful to children.  The
coalition will continue to work on this campaign
in the new year.

Amanda and Jen will be joining the Veterans
Coffee Talk at Holy Cow in December to
promote the coalition and
resources.
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https://www.schuylercounty.us/600/Suicide-Awareness-For-Everyone-SAFE
https://www.partnershipforontariocounty.org/
https://www.jolt.film/watch/cantlookaway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nArJwD__aE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nArJwD__aE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nArJwD__aE8
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By Kathy Wille
Pivital Public Health Partnership 
kwille@pivitalphp.org 

WAYNE COUNTY OPIOID TASK FORCE

The Yates Prevention coalition has new
leadership! Lisa Principio, Director of
Yates County Community Services, has
taken over as the new chair for the
coalition. The four subcommittees
(Suicide Prevention, Substance Use
Prevention, Traumatic Loss Team, and
Outreach and Implementation have kept
their current chairs).

The coalition was invited to the QPR
(Question, Persuade, and Refer) suicide
gatekeeper training in place of the
October meeting. Partnering with Keuka
College, 84 individuals, including
coalition members, were trained. The
suicide prevention coalition adopted the
Lock and Talk program this year and is
working with gun shops on lethal means
safety and handing out hunter safety kits.
The Out of Darkness Walk had over 100 in
attendance and raised $9000.

The substance use prevention
coalition's focus in the coming year will
be on vaping. The coalition is working
with schools to implement vape detectors.

The Implementation and Outreach
Subcommittee is focusing on website
development and defining goals. They
tabled at Keuka College’s Passport to
Wellness event in November. They will
participate in Bell Ringing on December
19  at Tops in Penn Yan.th

Wayne Public Health Educators attended the
statewide Harm Reduction Symposium where
they learned of Monroe County’s Community
Action Coalition Committed to Uprooting
Stigma (C.A.C.T.U.S) who spoke about changing
the conversation around substance use disorder.
They will keep in touch with the group to learn
more about fighting the harmful effects of
substance use disorder stigma through
education, resources, and community
engagement. Harm Reduction kits were donated
throughout the community.

A demonstration of Credible Mind was given
by Public Health Fellow Craig Hunt who walked
the coalition through its features. Since the
launch of the platform in July, 949 people have
joined with the most used group being those
13-17 years and the top topic being
depression.

The group discussed the success of Take Back
day and Opioid Settlement funding and Jay
Roscup, a settlement funding recipient talked
about the STEADY work program in Wayne
County.

The Wayne Suicide Prevention coalition has a
new website, which is filled with
resources. Check it out below:
Wayne County Suicide Prevention Coalition
Website.

Many trainings, including Adult Mental Health
First Aid, Talk Saves Lives, It’s Real: Teens and
Mental Health, Link to Hope, and more, will
be offered in 2026! Please see the photo
pages below for information.
Registration for Wayne County Community
Trainings.

https://www.yatescountyny.gov/661/Yates-Prevention-Coalition
https://www.yatescountyny.gov/661/Yates-Prevention-Coalition
https://www.waynecountyny.gov/599/Suicide-Prevention-Coalition
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwaynecountyny.gov%2f599%2fSuicide-Prevention-Coalition&c=E,1,h5jHL7q-1PP4dF5vuX_yNm0lMvRKoWaoYX28rw239J1tVLPgrufwheECab1dMxahyIKu9nzoq91hg-sXJKTwLuoOKlpozCd16S_eYpu8gwgWXsTsD4U4rEn8sEu1&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwaynecountyny.gov%2f599%2fSuicide-Prevention-Coalition&c=E,1,h5jHL7q-1PP4dF5vuX_yNm0lMvRKoWaoYX28rw239J1tVLPgrufwheECab1dMxahyIKu9nzoq91hg-sXJKTwLuoOKlpozCd16S_eYpu8gwgWXsTsD4U4rEn8sEu1&typo=1
https://forms.gle/wtAwrQBfUBKPJUts6
https://forms.gle/wtAwrQBfUBKPJUts6


Seneca County
It’s a Wonderful Life Festival

The Seneca County Suicide Prevention Coalition honored its first annual Clarence Award winners
at the annual It’s a Wonderful Life Festival in December. The event, Wonderful Wings: Soaring with hope,
empowering YOUth, included a panel discussion and recognized the Clarence Award winners who
strengthen connections with youth.
 
Over 100 people attended to listen to panelists Mary Seitz from the NYS  Office for Mental
Health, Dominique Richardson, 211/988 Outreach Specialist, and South Seneca social worker
Brooke Habberfield. Mary talked about building protective factors for youth, youth empowerment,
mental health first aid training, and the release of the 5-year suicide prevention strategies. Dominique
discussed warning signs, judgment-free conversations through 988, a safe, confidential platform, and
resources offered through 211 and 988. Brooke shared the Sources of Strength program, a youth-led
mental awareness program that gives youth opportunities to engage in community service and school
activities that connect kids with everyone in the schools. 

Following the panel discussion, the winners of the first annual Clarence award were honored: Ashley
Leaderman, a Seneca Falls teacher, and Caeiln Kordziel, a Romulus school teacher. Students who
nominated Ashley Leaderman said they appreciate her because she always brightens their day, they
can look up to her, and her office door is always open, where they can go to chat about anything.
Students who nominated music teacher Caeiln Kordziel shared that she cares about everyone, lights up
their lives, and is the person to go to to talk about anything.

Clarence Award Honorees included Ralph Walborn, Romulus coach, Lisa Anderson, Seneca Falls school
teacher, and Michael Middas, Seneca Falls school board member.
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Clarence Award winner,
Ashley Leaderman and her

students.

Clarence Award winner,
Caeiln Kordziel and her

students

Panelists (l to r)
Brooke Habberfield, Dominique

Richardson, and Mary Seitz
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Seneca County Youth Forum
The Seneca County Youth Forum took place in October 2025 on the Hobart and William Smith campus.
Students were engaged in a day of breakout sessions along with lunch, and a tour of the campus. 

The four break-out sessions offered to the students included data and safety, team building, mental health,
and leadership.

The data session included conversations about the results of the CLYDE survey that students participate in
every other year. Topics included bullying, life stressors, and modes of support in schools and the
community. The session was led by Stephanie Snyder from the National Guard counterdrug program. 

The team-building session included activities where students were asked to work together with random
students. The activities followed the Form/Norm/Storm/Preform technique, guiding students to discover
how to build relationships, handle conflict, evolve from uncertainty, and trust to reach goals and solve
problems. These sessions were led by Suicide Prevention Coalition Chair, Karen Burcroff.

The mental health session held conversations about being yourself, what mental health means, reaching out
to a support person/asking for help, and handling stressors in your life.

The leadership session engaged students in conversations about becoming a role model, how one can make
a difference, and what it takes to be a leader. Sessions were led by Casey Bouch from the Chamber of
Commerce and Jeff Trout, Fayette Town Supervisor. 

Students were given resources, including a laminated help/crisis/emergency sheet (pictured) and a booklet
of County resources.
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Steuben County Opioid Coalition

The Steuben Opioid Coalition came together for the annual
Coaster and Trunk or Treat packing day. 3000 coasters were
divided up for distribution to over 40 restaurants, bars, and
coffee shops, along with a letter expressing gratitude to the
businesses for spreading awareness of fentanyl in
counterfeit pills. Candy bags were packed for Trunk or Treat.
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Promoting Awareness in Steuben County



Your paragraph text
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Find Upstate Poison Center’s
free materials order form 

HERE

What do you do with expired
Narcan?

 You can pass it along to an
organization that sends it to low

and no-access communities
across the United States.
Find more about it HERE.

Scan QR code for 
Previous Pivital Opioid and

Suicide Prevention
Newsletters

New York State Strategy
for Suicide Prevention

2025-2030

Scan the QR code to learn more
about it

Anthony Hooks, ahooks@casa-trinity.org ,Drug Free Community Coalition of Chemung County
Ashley Tomassini, ashley@partnershipoc.org , Ontario County Suicide Prevention Coalition &
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Ontario County 
Elizabeth Ferguson, EFerguson@waynecountyny.gov, Wayne County Opioid Task Force 
Connie Terry, connie.terry@dor.org, Steuben Prevention Coalition: Opioid Committee 
Amanda Wiley, awiley@schuylercountyny.gov, Suicide Awareness For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) 
Karen Burcoff, karen@uwseneca.org Seneca County Suicide Prevention Coalition 
Lynne Mignemi, lmignemi@co.livingston.ny.us, Livingston County Suicide Prevention Task Force
Lisa Principio, Lisa.Principio@yatescountyny.gov, Yates Prevention Coalition 
Suzanne Catholdi, scatholdi@co.wayne.ny.us, Wayne County Suicide Prevention Coalition               

COALITION CONTACT 
INFORMATION

REGIONAL RESOURCES

https://www.upstate.edu/poison/poison-prevention/request-form.php
https://www.upstate.edu/poison/poison-prevention/request-form.php
https://nextdistro.org/expirednaloxone


CONNECT
WITH US!

Program Director: Hannah Lee
Hannah.Lee@Lung.org

585-666-1403

www.smokefreefingerlakes.org

Community Engagement Coordinator:
Emily DeArmitt

Emily.DeArmitt@Lung.org

Reality Check Coordinator: Ariel Lonoff
Ariel.Lonoff@Lung.org

The Tobacco
Action Coalition

of Ontario, Seneca,
Wayne, and Yates

Counties

LOCAL ADULT
SMOKING RATES
New York State: 12%

Ontario County: 14.1%

Seneca County: 19.6%

Wayne County: 19.7%

Yates County: 13.2% 

LET’S PARTNER FOR
A TOBACCO-FREE
FUTURE!
Together, we can create healthier

communities and protect future

generations from the harms of tobacco.

The Tobacco Action Coalition of the

Finger Lakes unites schools,

organizations, local leaders, and young

advocates to reduce tobacco use and

exposure across our region.

By partnering with us, you:

The leading tobacco control
advocates in our local community 

Empower youth to lead public

health advocacy

Collaborate on outreach, education,

and awareness efforts

Support policies that promote a

tobacco-free environment
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ADULT MENTAL
HEALTH FIRST AID

FEBRUARY 9TH
8:30AM - 5PM
IN-PERSON

ADULT MENTAL
HEALTH FIRST AID

 THNOVEMBER 16
8:30AM - 5PM
IN-PERSON

QUESTIONS

315-946-5749
twilliams@waynecountyny.gov

MORE THAN SAD
(PARENTS)

 

REGISTRATION 
https://forms.gle/wtAwrQBfUBKPJUts6

*an additional registration link will be sent for Adult Mental Heath First Aid and Link to HOPE*

WAYNE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
2026 COMMUNITY TRAININGS

FREE suicide prevention trainings scheduled for Wayne County in 2026. 
Additional trainings can be scheduled upon request.

IT’S REAL: TEENS &
MENTAL HEALTH

 
OCTOBER 8TH
8:30AM-10AM

HYBRID

APRIL 20TH
3:30PM - 4:30PM

VIRTUAL

JUNE 8TH
5PM -6:30PM

VIRTUAL

LINK TO HOPE
 AUGUST 6TH

4PM - 5:30PM
HYBRID

TALK SAVES LIVES

**For teens 14 - 18

12
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New Year, New Trends: An Update from the

Upstate New York Poison Center

January 22nd, 2026 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Presented by:

William Eggleston, PharmD, DABAT
UNYPC Assistant Clinical Director

and

Mary Beth Dreyer, MSEd
UNYPC Health Education Program Manager

 

January 22, 2026 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Questions: DreyerM@upstate.edu

Participants will: 

Identify recent trends in substance
use (i.e., nitrous oxide/galaxy gas,
gas station heroin, mushroom &
cannabis edibles, Kratom, and
more). 

Discuss the challenges in the
detection and regulation of these
substances. 

Utilize data and materials from the
Upstate New York Poison Center to
support community prevention
efforts.

Please register: http s://bit.ly/4pw1X73 
14
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https://bit.ly/4pw1X73


3 Reasons to Become a
 Mental Health FirstAider

Be the Difference

Community-Specific Courses 
in Wayne County

Contact: Bridget Dougherty-Herman
bdougher ty-herman@DelphiRise.org

Trainings 
providedat 
NO COSTYOU CARE

Be therefor a friend,family
Member, or colleague

 

BE PREPARED
Whenamental health crisis
happens, know what to do

 

YOU CAN HELP
People with mental illnesses

often suffer alone
 

Mental Health First Aid teaches you how to identify, understand and respond to 
signs of mental health and substance use challenges among adults..

SCAN ME!
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